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Introduction 


The use of technology as teaching tools has been developing and applicable nationwide every day in the world, especially in Vietnam. Curricula can benefit from the creative use of technology to enhance student-learning outcomes, and educators have identified the great value that technology brings to educational setting to motivate teaching and learning and to increase the quality of education. Many Vietnamese universities recognize the effectiveness of applying technology into teaching and learning process, which is “Technology has given students a whole new vehicle for learning” (Fedisson & Braidic, 2007). Moreover, students living and studying in the 21st century can use various tools, applications and software including Facebook, Flicker, Youtube and so on for their communications and interactions in the Internet. However, a question raises the concern that can applying numerous tools or applications for education enhance student learning? And do instructors need numerous tools to increase active learning? To answer these questions depends on majority of the instructors’ capacities and educational backgrounds. Thus, this article will demonstrate that with only one basic application – PowerPoint, teaching and learning activities can be established successfully. 
Sharing PowerPoint with no constraint at SlideShare.com 


SlideShare is an Internet sharing platform where users can upload presentations publicly and privately and share them with large audience. It also creates a rich communicative environment that users can share ideas, connect with others and do business. Especially, SlideShare has been recently voted amongst the World’s top tools for education and learning (http
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HYPERLINK "http://www.slideshare.net/"/), yet how can SlideShare promote teaching and learning? 

SlideShare can create opportunities for both teachers and learners to exchange knowledge and information without limitation. The teachers can use SlideShare not only to store their PowerPoint lectures but also to present the contents of lectures online. They can design their lectures by using Microsoft Office or OpenOffice and then upload into SlideShare for learner partaking. 
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Figure 1: Snapshot of PowerPoint in SlideShare
SlideShare makes instructions much easier because the teachers and the learners can synchronously and asynchronously communicate with each other based on the SlideShare platform. According to Boyas (2008), good teaching practice should use alternative technologies to promote active teaching and learning and increase the value of time that the students spend on tasks helping them recognize their learning more efficient. Learning process can be fostered by synchronous teacher presentations, which the teachers and the learners can use SlideShare to communicate at the same time. Otherwise, text communication permits the teachers and the learners to asynchronously interact with each other to promote the students’ learning via the SlideShare platform. 

Beside sharing lecture contents online, SlideShare allows the teachers to express their excessive interests in their students’ learning process by posting comments and instructions in SlideShare. This allows the teachers and the learners to be free from the bounds of textbooks and provides them with chances to venture out onto the Web to enhance teaching and learning process. Furthermore, one of the most essential elements for efficient learning is to provide learners with appropriately detailed and immediate feedback. Boyas (2008) suggested that instructors could produce a sense of personal involvement and unlimited interactions with their learners via the use of technological tools. Moreover, SlideShare aids learners in mastering their knowledge and taking ownership of their learning by communicating with their classmates and teachers.The learners are encouraged to contribute to active learning process by posting their comments on SlideShare where they can help each other solve their difficulties to become knowledge masters. 


Using PowerPoint with an interactive tool - VoiceThread 

The 21st century students prefer utilizing interactive media in order to achieve knowledge best when produced learning opportunities base on the technologies that they are accustomed to using (Boyas, 2008), and using PowerPoint with VoiceThread can meet learners’ needs. 
VoiceThread is a web-based sharing application where conversations are shared around the world without software installed. The VoiceThread is a collaborative and multimedia slideshow that contains images, documents and video and allows users to navigate presentations and leave comments in 5 ways: voice (with a mic or telephone), text, audio, files or video (through webcam) (http
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To use VoiceThread in instructions, the only thing that teachers do is creating an account. Instructors with direct knowledge of PowerPoint presentations can make teaching and learning process more dynamic by utilizing VoiceThread features such as text, voice, audio or video instead of using normal presentations in the classroom. VoiceThreads are an interactive web-base application that users can listen to and respond to one another, considered as digital conversations. 
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Figure 2: Snapshot of PowerPoint in VoiceThread
Teachers can take advantages of VoiceThread’s features to increase the effectiveness of using PowerPoint and to make their teaching more diverse. They can integrate their PowerPoint lectures into VoiceThread and use several interactive features to encourage and enhance their students’ learning without appearing in the classroom. This permits the learners not only to pay attentions to PowerPoint presentations but also to listen to their teachers’ voice. This process is almost the same as teachers are teaching in the class, but in this case, teachers and learners do not see their faces. Learners achieve and master their knowledge when navigating teacher presentations through the VoiceThread platform. Teachers can promote student self-regulation to take ownership of their learning by choosing appropriate strategies and learning tools that learners are dynamically participated in learning process (Boyas, 2008). 

Many research findings demonstrate that technology has contributed a key role in aiding learners in developing their capacity to think and perform actively through the rich technology platform. Thus, teachers can design their PowerPoint lectures and use VoiceThread’s features to develop students’ thinking skills. This means that when navigating teachers’ lectures, students use two kinds of senses: hearing and seeing to obtain knowledge. Furthermore, VoiceTheard allows learners to directly take notes or marks on teachers’ lectures by using its features, or the students can go back and forth until they absorb knowledge and information presented. This assists them in mastering their learning process. 

VoiceThread not only promotes teacher-learner interactions but also encourages learner-learner interactions. Teacher-learner interactions are established when learners interact with teachers’ lectures and are nurtured through teachers’ comments. This is considered as two-way interactions: giving and receiving. However, learner-learner interaction refers as own-way interaction: information exchanging. Groups of learners are required to use PowerPoint to present given topics and to upload their presentations into VoiceThread for peer reviews. In this case, learners use enriched tools (text, audio, and video) to interact with other groups’ contents by responding directly to other viewers. They can argue with each other about the comments. The more they argue, the more they interact. The more they interact, the more they learn. This also shows them how to be self-motivated and self-regulated to manage their learning process (Boyas, 2008).  

Designing and using PowerPoint with a collaborative tool - Google Presentation  


Google documents (Google docs) are free tools offered by Google, and its web applications work within almost every browser. Google docs allow users to collaborate with others in the documents, which each user can create and edit. Converting documents to popular file formats and posting them on the Internet are their foundation features. Especially, Google docs provide users with sharing documents through the Internet. 


Google presentation is one of features of Google docs, which is used to design and present online or offline. It also enables user to import and export with many file formats such as .ppt, .pdf, or txt. Specifically, during online presentation, participants can collaborate with others by using chatting tools. 


Google Presentation provides teachers with alternative choices that they can design PowerPoint lectures and then upload into Google docs for presenting and sharing. This gives both the teachers and the learners opportunities to be active and self-regulated knowledge deliverers and achievers. The teachers can creatively use the technology to enhance their students’ learning. In addition, they can use Google presentation as a collaborative tool that their learners can participate in their teaching process by not only communicating with them but also interacting with knowledge contents as well as interfacing with technology. In this case, the teachers can make PowerPoint lectures not only to become knowledge transferring but also to be a cooperative tool to encourage learners immediately. Integrating PowerPoint into Google docs furnishes teachers with diverse content presentations that can be in classroom or online without constraints.
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Figure 3: Snapshot of PowerPoint in Google Presentation
Beside presenting knowledge contents, teachers can synchronously communicate with their learners by using chatting tools to aid their learners in concentrating on the learning process because “to teach is to communicate, to communicate is to interact, to interact is to learn” (Hefzallah, 2004). Hence, using basic technology like PowerPoint and integrating it into Google Presentation plays a crucial role in learners’ success because the greater the interaction, the more likely the student rates the course as a quality experience (Miner, 2003). Otherwise, a lack of learner-instructor interaction contributes to learner frustration and ultimately to a decrease in leaner motivation (Miner, 2003, cited in Hara & Kling, 2000).  

Integrating PowerPoint into Learning Management System – Moodle 
Learning Management System (LMS) is a software application using for designing, administrating, and training contents, classrooms, online events, and hybrid educational programs. It also is a system for managing training and education records. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Learning_management_system ). 
Moodle is considered as Learning Management System (LMS) or Course Management System (CMS) or Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). It is also a free web application to promote educators to create effective educational setting. (http://moodle.org/ ). 
Teachers’ PowerPoint lectures can be hosted and embedded on a LMS server like the Moodle platform. There are numerous methods that teachers can deliver or embed their PowerPoint presentations into Moodle such as uploading their own PowerPoint into Moodle, implanting PowerPoint from SlideShare, VoiceThread, Google Presentations and other tools into Moodle. Integrating PowerPoint into Moodle aids teachers in producing an active learning environment where learners completely manager their learning. The PowerPoint lectures presented in the Moodle can actively engages students in their learning and can provide them with opportunities to learn by doing and collaborating rather than by simply listening to a lecture or reading a book. Learning process is enriched with prompts and appropriate feedback to promote a focus on learners and their work (Boyas, 2008).
[image: image4.jpg]LXeXe] Course: How Many Tools Do We Need for Teaching and Learning =
‘ () (0 (D () ™ hup:courses.teachingvietnam.com/course view.phorid=18 Q- Google i)

(6 e s |6 Mt ot [ RAGmi xa om Gor [ SiCongi Dore e [ reing = Seames =7E] © icour:ow ary 7o |

Yo i 4D N gy Lt

How Many Tools Do We Need for Teaching and Learning

Home » Courses » TAP HUAN CONG NGHE » PaerPoint

Weekdy outiine

Using PowerPoint ith an Itaracive ool - VoicaThread

@ How Many Tools?
(©)

1. Introduction, -/
2. Objectives, 5/
% 3. Contents:

D Sharing PPT with no constraints at SlideShare,
Using PPT with an interactive tool —
loiceThread,

Advancad saarch @

Latost news.

Akt 3 newtosic
(Norows has boon

PowerPoint presentation is otot vt
embedded into Moodle

Poope

Wratcons

Upcoming svents

Thero are no upcoming

C. Designing and using PPT with Google docs Bl RS
D. Integrating PPT into Moodle e
Recens sy

4. Conelusion

Aty since Sunday, 20
ey 201, 0405 it
Ful ot ot

ey,

Nathing now o your

lastlogin

e

T e T AT




Figure 4: Snapshot of PowerPoint in Moodle
Additionally, PowerPoint content-based presentations are more boosted when teachers take advantages of LMS core components to support learning process including asynchronous emails, discussion forums and chat. This creates interactive and collaborative environments that are established synchronously and asynchronously between teachers and learners or among themselves, and each learners receive immediate individual feedback as they progress through the contents and activities (Roqueta, 2008).

Conclusion

Using the basic technological tool like PowerPoint can enhance instructing process that teachers can transfer their knowledge contents diversely, and that students become more active participants in their mastering achievement. Teachers and learners can take advantages of this tool or this application to allow students with convenient chances to access and review materials without limitations. Teachers and learners change from ones who reply in textbooks to ones who become “knowledge consumers” in the educational setting where teachers can create various products and students can use these products effectively. This is true that effective teaching in the technological age is dependent on the instructors’ creative use of available technology. Technology should be another way of presenting contents that allow students’ more individual access to intellectual engagement with the content they are learning. PowerPoint presentations today are more creative and incorporate components that less teachers are centered and more students are focused.
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